
   

August 16, 2026  11:00 a.m. 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Children’s bulletins are available at each door for children to take upon entering the sanctuary and use during worship. 

Activity bags will be available during the Children’s Moment. Please leave the bags in the pews after the service. 
 

GATHERING 
 

TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
The prelude marks a time of preparation for worship. Please be considerate of those 

who seek to use this time for prayer and reflection through the gift of music. 
 

PRELUDE   "Allegro Moderato" from Trio Sonata in E Flat Major, BWV 525 J. S. Bach  
 

INTROIT “Jubilate Deo” Jacques Berthier 
 

Jubilate Deo, omnis terra, Servite Domino in laetitia, alleluia. 
 

Translation: Be joyful in the Lord, all the earth. Serve the lord with gladness, alleluia. 
 

GREETING (responsive) 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you.  

Let us take a moment of silence to center ourselves on God. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)   

Let the congregation now say:  

 Had the Lord not been on our side, 

We would be a mess. 

 Had the Lord not been on our side, 

Trouble and hardship would have overwhelmed us. 

 When we reach our breaking point, 

The Lord helps us go beyond. 

 Blessed be the Lord who has not abandoned us. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Embodying Jesus’  
All-Encompassing  

Hospitality 
 

Florida’s first Presbyterians, since 1824 
 

 

*Please stand as you are able 
 

 



*HYMN NO. 12 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ST. DENIO  
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

We confess that we often turn our eyes away from You, to the things of the world 

around us – divisive politics, bullies, illness, violence, a warming planet. These things 

leave us feeling stressed and alone. As our faith ebbs and flows we take our eyes off of 

You and turn them toward that which we fear, and that which causes us to doubt that 

You are greater than any of these things. We put our faith in the things of this world, 

rather than Your power and peace. Guide our eyes back to You and our hearts toward 

that which is true. 
 

   A brief silence for individual confession is kept 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsive)   

God’s love, forgiveness and mercy are steadfast. Know this – you are forgiven through 

the love and grace of Jesus our Christ. God is Good and God’s mercy endures forever. 

Go, living in the freedom of the truth that you are forgiven. 

 Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 
 

*THE PEACE (responsive) 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. The peace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

Please greet those around you with words and signs of God’s reconciling peace 

 



CHILDREN’S MOMENT AND BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 
 

The children of the church gather at the baptismal font 

 

LITANY FOR THE WHOLE CONGREGATION (responsive) 

In the morning when I wake to ready myself for learning, 

 God, be the light that guides my day. 

As I make my way to school by car, bus, bike, wheelchair, or feet, 

 God, be the light that shines the way. 

At the greeting of teachers, friends, administrators, and staff, 

 God, be the light they see in my eyes. 

On the playground at recess or at the stop for the bus, 

 God, shine through me like the sun so bright. 

If I see a new face in the school building this year, 

 God, help me give light and love to each new friend. 

When I feel overwhelmed, or sad, or scared, 

 God, remind me that Your light can’t ever be dimmed. 

With the dawn of each new day comes the chance to start again, another opportunity 

to be exactly who You made me to be, 

God, give me confidence to be fully me, that my light reflects Your creative majesty. 

When I go to sleep at night, thankful for another day of learning, 

 God, give me rest beneath Your stars of night, surrounded by Your love, light,  

 and peace. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Great God of Light, as we start this new school year, we ask You to guide us, to be with 

us, to give us peace, and to be our guiding light. We know that when Jesus was in the 

world, He used His life to show everyone how to live according to Your love. He 

reminded both His followers and His foes that He had a purpose for His life and 

ministry – to be the Light of the World. Help us to remember that we, too, are called to 

be the light in our world today. 
 

Like the most colorful rainbow in the sky, let us reflect every good and beautiful thing 

in creation that You have made for us. Like the sun rising each day, let us shine 

brightly in all that we do, and all that we say, and all that we are, to all that we meet 

and all that see us. Your light reaches places we cannot see, help us to reach places we 

cannot see. 
 

Like the stars twinkle in the deep night sky, when things seem hard or scary, we ask 



You to send Your Spirit to give us the courage to continue twinkling. Help us to be a 

light in darkness. Help us to show others that Your light will never be diminished or 

extinguished. 
 

And God, light our way every single day, we ask, so that we may be a light for others 

on their way, too. We are in the world, help us to be a light to the world. 
 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY 
 

Please sign and pass the Friendship Registers 
 

THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 45:1-15 O.T. pg. 39 

The Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 15:21-28 N.T. pg. 15 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON “The Shortest Prayer” Dr. Camp 
 

  Silent meditation on sermon 
 

*HYMN NO. 462 “I Love to Tell the Story” HANKEY 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 

His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 

the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  



THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Please use this time to reflect on how we might 

offer ourselves, and our resources, to God 
 

Four ways to give: Please drop a check/cash in the offering plate as you exit the sanctuary, mail 

a check to the church office, text STAMPC to 73256, or use the QR code printed here to connect 

to the Church's secure online giving platform to make your gift. 
 

OFFERTORY  “Lead Me, Lord” Samuel Sebastian Wesley 
 

Lead me Lord in Thy righteousness, Make Thy way plain before my face. 

For it is Thou Lord only, That makest me dwell in safety. 
 

Lead me Lord in true holiness, Teach me to love and trust in Thee. 

Thou art our God, the God of our salvation, All nations shall praise Thy holy name. 
 

*DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

(some substitute “God” for “Him”) 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (responsive) 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

God of Love, we seek to serve You. Whether our gift is given freely or whether we hold 

back; whether we offer abundantly or scrape off a portion; whether we give joyfully or 

resentfully; bless these gifts, we pray. Lead us in Your way, so that through our gifts, 

we may continue to grow in Your freedom, Your abundance, and Your joy.  

 Amen. 

 



SENDING 
 

*HYMN NO. 700 “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” I’M GONNA LIVE 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE “Heritage Mass” Owen Alstott 
 

*POSTLUDE “March in D Major” Ernest A. Dicks   
 

*Please stand as you are able 
 

Children’s Worship Activity Bags: Please leave bags in the 

pews at the conclusion of the service 

 

MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

Called by Jesus Christ to love God, neighbor, and self by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

VISION STATEMENT 

Embodying Jesus’ all-encompassing hospitality 
 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Rev. Dr. Hunter Camp, Pastor and Head of Staff: Greeting, Call to Worship, Prayer of 

the Day, Celebration of Community, Prayer for Illumination, Sermon, Charge and 

Benediction 
 

Rev. Rachael McNeal, Associate Pastor of Youth and Outreach: Invitation to 

Confession, Prayer of Confession, Assurance of Pardon, The Peace, Children’s Moment 

and Back to School Blessing, Litany for the Whole Congregation, Closing Prayer, 

Gospel Lesson, Affirmation of Faith, Prayers of the People, The Lord’s Prayer, Offering, 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Anne Reid Broos, Director of Children and Young Family Ministry: Children’s 

Moment and Back to School Blessing, Litany for the Whole Congregation, Closing 

Prayer 
 

Matt Daniel, Director of Music and Organist 
 

Lector: Dwight Miller 
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MPC SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

August 16, 2026 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

Children's Sunday School: “Kick-Off: Bibles and Backpacks” 

 

• Preschool: Room 204, with Lindsey Dailey and Lee Kutschke 

• K – 2nd: Room 211, with Beth and Tracy Upchurch  

• 3rd - 4th: Room 224, with Judy Robb and Britt Penta 

 

Youth Sunday School:  

 

• 5th/6th: Room 207, “Kick-Off: How Would You Save the World?” with Robin Pyles 

• 7th - 12th: Youth Loft, “Kick-Off” 

 

Adult Sunday School:  

 

• The Friendship Class (Dr. Proctor’s Class): Start time – 9:40 a.m. A study of the 4th gospel, take 

a spiritual walk with Jesus. Welcome to the journey, Flagler-Kenan History Room  

• APEX Young(ish) Adults: "Sunday School Kick-Off: Welcome to APEX!”, Room 218 

• Spiritual Formation: "Mark, the Good News of Jesus”, Come join us, enjoy, learn, grow, Lewis 

Hall Parlor – class meets all summer 

• New Perspectives: “Living the Question: The Wisdom of Progressive Christianity” by David M. 

Felten and Jeff Proctor-Murphy, Congregational History Room 

• Christian Meditation: Start time – 9:40 a.m. “Meditation and Contemplative Prayer”, Church 

Office Parlor and via Zoom (hybrid format). Contact Marc Craddock for any questions at 

marccraddock@mac.com. Join Zoom Meeting: Meeting ID: 371 289 063; Passcode: 083593 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/371289063?pwd=NHdCdFU2THRUbVh4ZFpWTGsyRWV5UT09 

 

 

 

 

 

MPC SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE PARKING: 
 

In addition to the MPC lot and street parking, you may park in the Flagler College Lewis 

House dorm and Markland House parking lots. The Lewis lots are accessed via the 

Valencia Street and Carrera Street entrances. These lots are only available to 

Memorial on Sunday mornings, until 12:15 pm. At times, Flagler is charging for 

public parking. Please let the attendant know you are attending Sunday 

Services at Memorial and they will not charge you. 
 

mailto:marccraddock@mac.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/371289063?pwd=NHdCdFU2THRUbVh4ZFpWTGsyRWV5UT09
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MISSION & MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS THIS WEEK 8-16-26 

 

The flowers in the chancel this morning are given by Mary Ellen Schwieger to the glory of God and 

in loving memory of her beloved husband Jack. 

 

Happy Birthday to our members and friends celebrating birthdays this week, August 16 – 22:  

August Cartledge, Susan Connor, Marc Craddock, Pat Gravely, Charlie Hutton, Dr. Shirley Kennedy, 

Charlie Lassiter, Debbie Luke, Mike Marrinan, Dan McCauley, Stephanie Nehemias,  

Brandon Oborne, Meri-Kathryn Peed, Henry Pfuhl, Jr, Brent Schenck, Jeff Schnittker, Dom Scine, 

Imogene Shaver, Ashley Smith, Greer Sullivan 

 

No Overnight Parking: Friendly Reminder—please do not park overnight in the MPC lot, as it is not 

permitted. We do not want anyone to get towed! Thank you for your help with this. 

 

Preschool Age Sunday School: Parents and grandparents, your preschool age child is invited to join 

us for Sunday School beginning August 16! Children ages 3, 4, and 5 (who have not yet started 

kindergarten) will enjoy a Bible story, craft, snack, and plenty of fun as they grow in God's love. The 

class meets in Room 204 on the second floor of Lewis Hall during the Sunday School hour (9:30 – 

10:30 a.m.) Please contact Anne Reid Broos at arbroos@memorialpcusa.org with any questions. 

 

Youth and Parent Kick-off: All youth (6-12th grade) and their parents/grandparents/guardians are 

invited to join us in Lewis Hall for dinner, fellowship and to hear all about the upcoming year of 

youth ministry. It’s a wonderful way to kick-off the year and get excited about doing life together. 

Join us August 16, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Reach out to Pastor Rachael with questions, 

rmcneal@memorialpcusa.org 

 

 

mailto:arbroos@memorialpcusa.org
mailto:rmcneal@memorialpcusa.org
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Children, Youth, and APEX Sunday School Kick-off: Join us today as these classes kick off for the 

‘26-27 year! Children and Youth who don’t yet have one will receive new Bibles and will have a 

special time of fellowship. Meet in the following locations from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Contact Anne Reid 

Broos with any questions at arbroos@memorialpcusa.org 

 

• Preschool (3YO and up): Room #204 

• K-2nd: Room #211 

• 3rd-4th: Room #224 

• 5th-6th: Room #209 

• 7th to 12th: Youth Loft on 3rd Floor 

• APEX Young(ish) Adults: Room #218 

 

“Back to School Blessing” in Worship: Today, during both worship services, the congregation will 

pray over our students, teachers, administrators, and school support staff. Students will receive a 

special item to remind them of the love and support of our church family throughout the school 

year.  

 

MPC Children’s Choir Registration: Registration is open for the ’26-27 Children's Choir season! 

Four-Year-Old through 5th grade children from our church and community are 

invited to join a year of music, fellowship, worship, and fun. Choir begins 

Wednesday, September 9, with rehearsals held each Wednesday from 6:00 – 7:00 

p.m. during the school year. Register at https://bit.ly/ChildrensChoir20262027 or 

by scanning the QR code. Our Co-Directors, Molly and Dustin Vaughn, are 

looking forward to welcoming both new and returning singers for a wonderful 

year. Please contact Molly at molly.clukey@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

Caregivers Group meets Thursday, August 20, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. in Lewis Hall Parlor. Caregiving can 

be a sudden and unexpected role with a steep learning curve. It can also foster gratitude, empathy, 

forgiveness, and love. What’s your caregiving story? We talk. We care. “All people may take refuge 

in the shadow of your wings.” Psalm 36:76 

 

Summer Grief Support at MPC: Summer Grief Support at Memorial Presbyterian Church will take 

place on June 25 and August 27 from 10:30 – 12:00 in Lewis Hall Parlor. 

 

Chapter One: Chapter One is a community for young adults in the years after college — first jobs, 

first apartments, first moves, first real questions about what you actually believe and who you're 

becoming. We gather for honest conversation, shared meals, prayer, and friendship that doesn't 

require you to have your life figured out. Wherever you are in the story, there's room at Chapter One 

for what comes next. The story is just getting started. The first meeting will be Tuesday, September, 

8th at 6:00 p.m. We will meet in the church parking lot. Contact Jill Craddock for more information, 

jillcraddock@live.com.   

 

 

mailto:arbroos@memorialpcusa.org
https://bit.ly/ChildrensChoir20262027
mailto:molly.clukey@gmail.com
mailto:jillcraddock@live.com
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Christmas International House - Hospitality Opportunity: MPC is hosting 8 international college 

students for two weeks from December 19, 2026 to January 2, 2027. The college students have been 

studying in the U.S. and are usually older more mature students working on post graduate degrees 

and are looking for an opportunity to share their culture and live with an American family over the 

holidays. Please consider ways to share our MPC hospitality: prepare a meal for our potluck dinner, 

host the students for the day for an activity like going to the Lighthouse, host a student for one week, 

provide a lunch picnic, or pick up a student from the airport. Sharing your hospitality over the 

holidays is a wonderful way to put the MPC mission statement to work which is "To embody Jesus’ 

all-encompassing hospitality." If you have any questions please contact Nancy Hutton at 904-392-

1110 or nancyhutton22@gmail.com. 

 

Summer Choir: During the remaining Sundays of July and August, you are invited to join our choir 

on Sunday mornings. No weekday rehearsals involved, just music and a welcoming community of 

singers. This invitation is open to kids and adults. We meet at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays in the choir 

room to prepare the music for the 11:00 a.m. service. Whether you've sung for years, haven't sung in a 

while, or are simply curious, you are warmly welcome. For more information, please contact Matt 

Daniel at mdaniel@memorialpcusa.org.   

 

How SMAART Are You? If you are a gentleman age 65+ then you too can be SMAART. Senior Men 

Are A Rockin' Team gather for an hour to join in fellowship, prayer and learning. We serve coffee 

and doughnuts, too! This informal gathering includes varied topics, mostly from member 

suggestions. We also help other ministries through SMAART service projects. We meet on Fridays 

twice a month from 10 to 11 a.m. in Lewis Hall (or occasionally in the Parlor). Please call or e-mail Jim 

Gajewski for dates and to be added to our e-mail list. We would love to have you check us out.  

(904) 234-7822, jamesgajewski@bellsouth.net. 

 

Sew & Sow: Sew & Sow will resume meeting in Lewis Hall on Thursday, September 10th from 9:30 

am - 12:00 pm. 

 

Dine with Nine: Dine with Nine is a rotational dinner program. Let’s share a meal, 

meet new people and grow in God’s love. Dine with Nine is a simple gathering with 

nine (or so) people--some couples, some singles, some new to the church, some life-

long members, some older and some younger. Each group determines when, how, 

and where monthly dinners will take place. Four dinners will be held, one each 

month, starting in September and ending in December. Why not step out of your comfort zone for an 

opportunity to make lasting friendships? We will grow deeper in our relationships with our brothers 

and sisters in Christ and with God. You can sign up using this QR code or copy and paste this link 

into your web browser https://bit.ly/MPCDineNineSeptthruDec2026 or contact Judy A. Thomas, 

judyaathomas@gmail.com, (770) 906-7619 for more details. Groups are forming now. Registration 

ends on Thursday, September 3, 2026. We hope you will join us! Please note, you will need to re-

register every time new groups form, i.e. three times a year. 

 

mailto:mdaniel@memorialpcusa.org
mailto:jamesgajewski@bellsouth.net
https://bit.ly/MPCDineNineSeptthruDec2026
mailto:judyaathomas@gmail.com
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Al-Anon at MPC: Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. and Saturdays 9:30 a.m. in Room 205 of Lewis Hall. You will 

find love, understanding, and a lot of hope from the Al-Anon family groups, where we share our 

experience, strength and hope. This helps us focus on ourselves and our recovery from the effects of 

the disease of alcoholism. It’s a safe place, the right place to be. Your anonymity is protected at all 

times. 

 

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministry is mutual love in action for those who are bound and labored by 

the hardships that preclude them from living a life at peace. Stephen Ministers are available to share 

this mutual love for those in need. For more information on receiving care please email: 

stephenministry@memorialpcusa.org. 

 

Please Remember in Prayer or Correspondence: Bayview: Bill and Verna Bacon; The Blake at St. Johns: 

Betty Hinely; The Haven at Regency Point, Rainbow City, AL: Eileen Coleman; Health Center, 

Westminster: Bill Baker, Roger Dunnavan; Riverside Cottages: Sonny Daniel, Carolyn Smith; Silver Creek 

Memory Care: Sarah Moore; Wellington Place of Brentwood, Brentwood, TN: Sue Holder 

 

Recovering at Home: Dorothy Dornblaser, Gail Garriott, Betsy Haynes, Jon Hunt, Carol Williams, 

Chris Wollny 

 

Seminarians and Candidates for Ministry: Emma Livingston, Brennan Gagnon 

 

Our Military Personnel Serving Overseas and at Home: Commander Adam William Broos, serving 

at Naval Station Mayport, FL; Air National Guardsman Medic, John David Sessums; Matthew Giles, 

serving at Joint Base Andrews, MD; Marsha Howell, serving in St. Augustine, FL 

 

  

mailto:stephenministry@memorialpcusa.org
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sun. 8-16-26 8:30 am 

 

9:30 am 

 

9:30 am 

11:00 am 

12:30 – 3:30 pm 

5:00 – 7:00 pm 

5:30 pm 

Worship Service and Back to School Blessing with Holy Communion 

and Anastasia Forrest 

Children, Youth, and APEX Sunday School Kick-Off -  Education 

Wing of Lewis Hall 

Sunday School (Friendship Class and Christian Ed start at 9:40)  

Worship Service and Back to School Blessing (also Live-streamed) 

Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Youth & Parent Kick-Off – Lewis Hall & Youth Loft 

Seekers Group Study – Zoom 

Mon. 8-17-26 3:00 – 9:00 pm 

4:00 – 6:00 pm 

Sacred Music Academy – LH, Nursery, Choir Room, Sanctuary 

Food4Kids Meeting – LH Parlor 

Tues. 8-18-26 8:30 – 11:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:30 – 3:30 

10:00 am 

Safe Families Staff Meeting – Room 218 

Stewardship Meeting – Office Parlor 

Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Tuesday Al-Anon – Room 205 

Wed. 8-19-26 9:30 – 3:30 Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Thur. 8-20-26 9:30 – 3:30 

1:00 – 2:30 pm 

5:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Caregivers – LH Parlor 

Adult CE Meeting – LH Parlor 

St. Johns Classical Guitar Ensemble – LH 

Fri. 8-21-26 9:30 – 3:30 Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Sat. 8-22-26 8:30 am 

9:30 am 

5:00 pm 

Beginners Al-Anon – Room 205 

Al-Anon – Room 205 

Youth Lock-In – Entire Campus 

Memorial Presbyterian Church Office 
32 Sevilla Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084 

Email: mpc@memorialpcusa.org 
904-829-6451 

mailto:mpc@memorialpcusa.org





