
   

November 30, 2025  11:00 a.m. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Children’s bulletins are available at each door for children to take upon entering the sanctuary and use during worship. 

 Activity bags will be available during the Children’s Moment. Please leave the bags in the pews after the service. 
 

GATHERING 
 

TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 

The prelude marks a time of preparation for worship. Please be considerate of those 

who seek to use this time for prayer and reflection through the gift of music. 

  

PRELUDE Chorale Prelude on "Sleepers, Wake!"  BWV 645, J. S. Bach  

 

INTROIT         “People, Look East” Eleanor Farjeon  

 

People, look east. The time is near, Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, One more seed is planted there: 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, That in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 

GREETING (responsive) 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you.  

Let us take a moment of silence to center ourselves on God. 

 

Embodying Jesus’  

All-Encompassing  

Hospitality 
 

 

Florida’s first Presbyterians, since 1824 
 

*Please stand as you are able 
 

 



*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)   Romans 13:11-14, adapted 

Now is the moment for us to wake from sleep. 

 Our salvation is nearer to us now than ever before. 

The night is far gone. 

 The day is near. 

Let us put on the armor of light and live honorably. 

 

*HYMN NO. 88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL 

  (verses 1, 2, 6, 7 only) 

 

*THE PEACE (responsive) 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. The peace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Please greet those around you with words and signs of God’s reconciling peace. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (responsive) 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

  The children of the church gather at the baptismal font 



CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY 

 

Please sign and pass the Friendship Registers 

 

THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5 O.T. pg. 591 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 24:36-44 N.T. pg. 24 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON "Rebellious Hope" Dr. Camp 

 

  Silent meditation on sermon 

 

*HYMN NO. 81       “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” AUSTRIAN HYMN 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)   PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith, Excerpt 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 

Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully 

human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 

healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving 

sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Amen. 

 



*GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

Please use this time to reflect on how we might 

offer ourselves, and our resources, to God 

 

Four ways to give: Please drop a check/cash in the offering plate as you exit the 

sanctuary, mail a check to the church office, text STAMPC to 73256, or use the 

QR code printed here to connect to the Church's secure online giving platform to 

make your gift via credit card. 

 



OFFERTORY  “Awaken and Prepare Us” Mark Hayes 

 

Awaken and prepare us, O God, for the life of Your saving Son. 

We look for the light, the light of the world, the light of the Promised One. 

 

Awaken and prepare us, O God, for the love of Your living Son, 

We wait for Your love, for Your love to appear, The love of the Chosen One. 

 

Prepare us for the Promised One, the Chosen One, Emmanuel. 

Prepare us for the presence of God; Ready our hearts for Him to dwell. 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free. 

From our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art. 

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

Awaken and prepare us, O God, for the gift of Your giving Son. 

We watch for Your gift, for Your gift with hope, The gift meant for everyone. 

 

*DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

   (some substitute “God” for “Him”) 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (responsive) 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise You, God, for You are the Ruler of the universe and You sent Christ as Your 

incarnation. We celebrate His victorious love made known to us in His life, death, 

resurrection, and ascension. By Your Spirit, establish Christ’s rule in our church and in 

every heart.  

 Amen. 

 

   



SENDING 

 

*HYMN NO. 97 “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” ABERYSTWYTH 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE “Amen” Jester Hairston  

 

*POSTLUDE Chorale Improvisation on "Sleepers, Wake!" Paul Manz 

 

*Please stand as you are able 

 

 

Children’s Worship Activity Bags: Please leave activity bags 

in the pews at the conclusion of the service 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

Called by Jesus Christ to love God, neighbor, and self by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

Embodying Jesus’ all-encompassing hospitality   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

Rev. Dr. Hunter Camp, Pastor and Head of Staff: Greeting, Call to Worship, 

Celebration of Community, Prayer for Illumination, Sermon, Charge and Benediction 

 

Rev. Amy Lehr Camp, Parish Associate: The Peace, Children’s Moment, First Lesson, 

Affirmation of Faith, Prayers of People, The Lord’s Prayer, Offering, Prayer of 

Thanksgiving 

 

Matt Daniel, Director of Music and Organist 

 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighters: Melissa, Luke, Brooke, Dana, Maddie, Liam, Aidan, 

and Hudson Willets 

 

Lector: Linda Matuza 
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MPC SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

November 30, 2025 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Children's Sunday School, Youth Sunday School, and the APEX class are cancelled 

this week due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

 

 

Adult Sunday School:  

 

• The Friendship Class (Dr. Proctor’s Class): Start time – 9:40 a.m. A study of the 

4th gospel written by the disciple "whom Jesus loved." One can't study John 

without taking a wonderful spiritual walk with Jesus. Welcome to the journey, 

Chapel History Room  

• Spiritual Formation: "True Spirituality, Becoming a Romans 12 Christian”, a 

study in discipleship, Lewis Hall Parlor 

• New Perspectives: "The Sirens Call: How Attention Became the World's Most 

Endangered Resource", Room 205 

• Christian Meditation: Start time – 9:40 a.m. “Meditation and Contemplative 

Prayer”, Room 215 and via Zoom (hybrid format). Contact Marc Craddock for 

any questions at marccraddock@mac.com. Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/371289063?pwd=NHdCdFU2THRUbVh4ZFpWTGsyR

WV5UT09; Meeting ID: 371 289 063; Passcode: 083593 

  

MPC SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE PARKING: 
 

In addition to the MPC lot and street parking, you may park in the Flagler College Lewis 

House dorm parking lots. The Lewis lots are accessed via the Valencia Street and Carrera 

Street entrances. These lots are only available to Memorial on Sunday mornings.  

At times, Flagler is charging for public parking. Please let the attendant know you are 

attending Sunday Services at Memorial and they will not charge you. 
 

mailto:marccraddock@mac.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/371289063?pwd=NHdCdFU2THRUbVh4ZFpWTGsyRWV5UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/371289063?pwd=NHdCdFU2THRUbVh4ZFpWTGsyRWV5UT09
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MISSION & MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS THIS WEEK 11-30-25 

 

As we take our vision statement seriously, practicing Jesus’ all-encompassing hospitality, let’s 

remember to be welcoming to parents with children, being grateful for young ones in our church. 

 

The flowers in the chancel this morning are given by Linda Matuza to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Ray Matuza’s birthday on December 26. 

 

Happy Birthday to our members and friends celebrating birthdays this week, November 30 – 

December 6: Alexander Adams, Cherelyn Bies, Flora Blees, Mark Chamberlin, Libby Chauncey, 

Cindy Cox, Jenny Forbes, Vickie Gard, Isabella Giles, Katie Harman, Greg Jackson, Dave Landry, Sue 

Lane, Corinna Lewis, Edwin Martin, Tommy Masters, Devi Mercer, Nancy Morse, Mike Nimitz, 

Sarah Page, Jim Reffel, Thomas Rivers II, Dr. Ray Schmidt, Paula Steele, Ethan Walker, Debby Wall, 

Amber Zabriskie 

 

Advent Devotionals: There are Advent Devotionals available at the entrances to the sanctuary. For 

an electronic version please go here: https://bit.ly/2025AdventDevotional. 

 

Food Bank Collection: Next week, the first Sunday of the month, from 8:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., there 

will be a donation box in Lewis Hall for your gifts of healthy non-perishable food, personal hygiene 

and home cleaning products for the Homeless Coalition. Be part of the solution! Direct questions or 

request a flyer with more guidance regarding desired and acceptable donation items via email to 

clerk@memorialpcusa.org. 

 

https://bit.ly/2025AdventDevotional
mailto:clerk@memorialpcusa.org
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Youth Group: There is no Youth Group this Sunday, November 30th. 

 

FEAST Wednesday Night Dinner and Program: Come to the church for dinner at 5:15 p.m. and 

programs (Children’s Choir, Youth Lounge in the Loft, and Adult Program) at 6:00 p.m. It’s a great 

opportunity to get to know your church family with a shared meal. The Nursery is available as well. 

 

This Wednesday, December 3, 2025:  

 

• Dinner at 5:15 p.m. in Lewis Hall. “BBQ Chicken.” Cost is $7.00/Adult and $4.00/Child. 

Children’s Meal: Chick-fil-A with side, sweet treat & bread.  

 

• Grab ‘N Go Meals: If you would like a Grab ‘N Go meal, please text your order to Chef 

Cheryl at 240-285-3731 by 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday to pre-order. Pay at the front door of Lewis 

Hall. 

 

• Program at 6:00 p.m. 

o Creative Worship”, Pastor Rachael McNeal, Chapel 

 

Thank You: The Worship and Music Committee would like to thank the following individuals for 

their assistance with decorating the sanctuary for this Advent season. Maintenance staff, Terry, Kirk 

and John, “Fireman” Jim Mercready for his assistance hanging the large wreaths and Jeff and Wendy 

Vick for their continued dedication helping the committee each year. We could not have 

accomplished our task without all their help. 

 

Stewardship Pledge Cards: Thank you to everyone who has returned their STEWARDSHIP 

COMMITMENT PLEDGE CARD. If you haven't been able to get your pledge to Memorial 

Presbyterian Church yet, mail it to the church office; put it in the offering plate; call Andrew Brown at 

904-829-6451; or go online at www.memorialpcusa.org/give, as soon as possible, so that it can be 

included in the 2026 church budget. Thank you for your commitment to help MPC continue God's 

work, both locally and throughout the world. 

 

Poinsettias: We will have our poinsettias for sale again this year! You may order a poinsettia in honor 

of or in memory of a loved one for $15 each. They will adorn the sanctuary for the December 21st   

services. Your name and the person the poinsettia is dedicated to will be listed in a separate flyer in 

the bulletin. Please indicate who they are for and who they are from. Deadline for orders is December 

14th. You may order and pay via the link below or drop your money and order form (located on the 

back of the bulletins) in the offertory plate. If ordering on-line, please be sure to press blue "Register" 

button after completing registration. Thank you! https://bit.ly/PoinsettiasforAdvent2025 

 

GOT GRIEF? You are not alone. You're invited to our MPC GriefShare event "Surviving the 

Holidays", Thursday, December 4, 10:30 – 12:00 in Lewis Hall Parlor. If you have any questions, 

please contact amycamp@memorialpcusa.org 

 

http://www.memorialpcusa.org/give,
mailto:amycamp@memorialpcusa.org
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You’re Invited to the Christmas Trees Lighting Ceremony at St. Paul Park: Once again, the 

Peacemaking Committee of MPC will decorate a tree in St. Paul Park, located at 100 Martin Luther 

King Ave. Lighting of the trees will take place at 5:30 p.m. on Dec. 6. This year our tree will celebrate 

the Sun and its mystical connections to the workings of Earth, according to the precise plan of our 

Creator. All living things are dependent on the Sun. How we should live life on Earth comes from the 

teachings of Jesus, especially His powerful message found in Matthew 25. This project refers to the 

pillars of that scripture, “Congregational Vitality,” which asks us to interact with other churches, 

sharing our faith and ideas. It is an opportunity to be a part of our interfaith connection with St. Paul 

members and their pastor, Dr. Alesia Ford-Burse. 

 

Christmas 4 Kids Gift Bags: Gentle reminder to return Christmas 4 Kids gift bags next Sunday,  

December 7th to Lewis Hall between 9:00 - 12:30. We are grateful to you for sponsoring a child this 

Christmas.  

 

MPC Gingerbread House Fellowship Event: Wednesday, December 10th, at 6:00 p.m.  Following the 

regular FEAST dinner at 5:15 p.m., people are invited to decorate gingerbread houses lovingly made 

by Ms. Judy Robb. Please bring candy to decorate your creation (homemade icing is provided). 

Houses must be reserved in advance. To reserve a house, signup sheets are available on 

Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings in Lewis Fellowship Hall--or you can email Dorothy 

Dornblaser at sunrisespv@gmail.com to sign up. There is no fee but donations are appreciated to 

cover the costs.  

 

Did you know? A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a way to donate to MPC straight 

from your IRA without paying taxes on that money. 

 

• You have to be 70½ or older 

• You can give up to $100,000 a year this way 

• The donation can count toward your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 

• It has to go directly from your IRA to the church—you can’t take the money out first 

 

It’s a simple way to support your church and cut your taxable income at the same time, even if you 

don’t itemize deductions. 

 

Yoga: Outdoor Gentle Yoga and Chair Yoga have been paused for the holidays. We will resume on 

January 7. 

 

  

mailto:sunrisespv@gmail.com
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Docent Ministry Follow-Up Report: We are happy to announce that due to the overwhelming 

response from you, the congregation, to the request for more members for the docent ministry, 

beginning Tuesday, December 2nd, the sanctuary will once again be open to visitors, Tuesday - Friday 

9:30 - 3:30 and Sundays 12:30 - 3:30. The church will be staffed by two docents per shift who will 

work 2 days per month. For those of you who would still like to be a part of this program there is still 

a need for additional docents to work days when there is a 5th week in a month. For information 

please contact Meri-Kathryn Peed 704-277-6221 or MKPeed@aol.com.  

 

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministers are available to be with you to help sustain your spiritual needs 

in your time of affliction as the Lord restores you to wholeness. For more information on receiving 

care please contact one of the Stephen Ministry Leaders: Kelly Fox - kellymfox90@gmail.com; Mike 

Nimitz -  mikenimitz-mpc@outlook.com; Amy Camp - amycamp@memorialpcusa.org 

 

ARE YOU STRUGGLING? You are not alone. Call the church office 904-829-6451 and make an 

appointment with one of our pastors. 

 

Al-Anon at MPC: Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. and Saturdays 9:30 a.m. in Room 205. You will find love, 

understanding, and a lot of hope from the Al-Anon family groups, where we share our experience, 

strength and hope. This helps us focus on ourselves and our recovery from the effects of the disease 

of alcoholism. It’s a safe place, the right place to be. Your anonymity is protected at all times. 

 

Need Prayer? Prayer Request Cards are in the pews. Feel free to fill one out and place in the offering 

plate as you leave Sunday services, or you can email amycamp@memorialpcusa.org for private 

prayer or krissings@yahoo.com for MPC’s public prayer chain. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:MKPeed@aol.com
mailto:kellymfox90@gmail.com
mailto:mikenimitz-mpc@outlook.com
mailto:-%20amycamp@memorialpcusa.org
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Please Remember in Prayer or Correspondence: 

Bayview: Bill and Verna Bacon 

The Blake at St. Johns: Betty Hinely 

Cypress Rehab: Gail Garriott 

The Haven at Regency Point, Rainbow City, AL: Eileen Coleman 

Lilac at Bayview: Judy Hulley 

Riverside Cottages: Carolyn Smith 

Silver Creek Memory Care: Sarah Moore 

Wellington Place of Brentwood, Brentwood, TN: Sue Holder 

 

Recovering at Home: 

Betsy Haynes 

 

Our Military Personnel Serving Overseas and at Home: 

Commander Adam William Broos, serving at Naval Station Mayport, FL 

Air National Guardsman Medic, John David Sessums, serving on the Medical Team with the 

National Guard 

Matthew Giles, serving at Tyndall AFB, FL 

Marsha Howell, serving in St. Augustine, FL 

 

Seminarians and Candidates for Ministry:  

Emma Livingston 

Brennan Gagnon  
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 CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sun. 11-30-25 8:30 am 

9:30 am 

11:00 am 

12:30 – 3:30 pm 

 

5:30 pm 

Worship Service – 1st Week of Advent 

Sunday School (Dr. Proctor’s & Christian Meditation start at 9:40) 

Worship Service – 1st Week of Advent, (also Live-Streamed) 

Sanctuary Open for Tours  

No Youth Group this Week 

Seekers Group Study – Zoom 

Mon. 12-1-25 3:15 pm 

3:30 – 8:30 pm 

6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Home Again St. Johns/Dining with Dignity, 285 S Holmes Blvd 

Sacred Music Academy – LH, Nursery, Choir Room, Sanctuary 

Deacon Meeting – LH Parlor 

Tues. 12-2-25 8:30 – 11:00 am 

9:30 – 3:30 pm 

10:00 am 

10:00 am 

5:30 – 9:00 pm 

Safe-Families Staff Meeting – Room 218 

Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Tuesday Al-Anon – Room 205 

Gardening Meeting – LH Upper Landing 

St. Augustine Community Choir Rehearsal – LH 

Wed. 12-3-25 9:30 – 3:30 pm 

4:30 pm 

5:15 – 6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Worship and Music – LH Parlor 

Feast Dinner – Lewis Hall 

Feast Program, Chapel 

College – Ukirk  - LH Parlor 

Adult Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 

Thur. 12-4-25 9:30 – 3:30 pm 

10:30 – 12:00 

12:20 pm 

6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Sanctuary Open for Tours 

Grief - Surviving the Holidays – LH Parlor 

Outreach Leadership – Office Parlor 

Performance - St. Johns Classical Guitar Ensemble - LH 

Fri. 12-5-25 9:30 – 3:30 pm 

10:00 am 

Sanctuary Open for Tours 

SMAART Men’s Group – LH Upper Landing 

Sat. 12-6-25 8:30 am 

9:30 am 

Beginners Al-Anon  - Room 205 

Al-Anon – Room 205 
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Christmas Poinsettias Order Form 
 

You can order poinsettias on-line here: https://bit.ly/PoinsettiasforAdvent2025 or use this form. The 
poinsettias will be displayed in the Sanctuary on 12/21 in memory of or in honor of your loved ones.   
 
• Deadline: please return payment and order form no later than Sunday, December 14th 
• Make checks payable to Memorial Presbyterian Church and indicate in the memo line “Poinsettias”.   
• Please place payment and order form in a pew envelope   
 
PLEASE PRINT   
 
Your Name:________________________________________________________________________   

Phone:_______________________________ Email:________________________________________________   

Number of Poinsettias:__________ x $15 each = Total Enclosed:___________   
  

 

Is the poinsettia in MEMORY of someone? Please list who they are for (answer separately for each 

poinsettia ordered). PLEASE PRINT.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Is the poinsettia in HONOR of someone? Please list who they are for (answer separately for each 

poinsettia ordered). PLEASE PRINT.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

 

Who is/are the poinsettia(s) from? This is how the names will be listed. PLEASE PRINT.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Suggested for use on November 30, 2025 based on the RCL.

Draw a picture of you with 
your family at church. Then write or draw who you 
want to pray peace over; it might be your family, your
friends, or someone you know is in a difficult situation. 
Know that your prayers for peace are powerful! 



Finish the drawing below by drawing 
clothes, and writing what each piece of clothing could 
represent. Maybe a shirt represents love, the pants 
are compassion, the socks are joy! What would you 
wear to show Jesus to others?

Let us walk
in the light

of the
Lord!

~ Isaiah 2:5


